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Thus, maslahah is a shar’i one
and not ‘aqgli. It goes along with the
Shar’. Thus, the maslahah exists
wherever the Shar’ exists, because the
Shar’ decides masalih of men.U

[Source: Islamic Thought by Hizb ut Tahrir p. 68-71]
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man as a human being. Even what is
meant by the maslahah of the indi-
vidual is his maslahah as a human
being and not only as a particular in-
dividual. However, the maslahah is
either decided by the mind (‘aql) or
the Shar’.

If its consideration was left to
the ‘aql, the people will be unable to
define the true maslahah. This is
because the ‘aql is limited, so it can’t
encompass the nature and reality of
man, so it would not be able to
decide what is of maslahah to him,
for it did not comprehend the reality
of man in order to decide whether
this matter is of maslahah or maf-
sadah (evil) to him. It is only the Cre-
ator of man who understands the re-
ality of man. Thus, no one other than
the Creator of man, Allah (swt), that
can certainly decide what is
maslahah and what is mafsadah
(evil) for him. It is true that man can
think that matter is good or bad
(maslahah or mafsadah) for him, but
he can’t be sure of that. So leaving
the decision of the maslahah to the
speculation (dhann) would lead to



